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Today

 Ask me your questions!
 Will work to provide information and direction to 

tools and resources that can help you make an 
informed decision
 Considerations for legal advice



Working Through Your Options

Recommended resource: A Framework for Analyzing 
any U.S. Copyright Problem
1. Is the work protected by copyright?

i. If yes, who holds the rights?
2. Is there a license that covers my use?

i. This could be a license the library agreed to
ii. It could be a license attached to the work (e.g., a 

Creative Commons license)
3. Is there an exception (user right) that covers my 

use (e.g., 107, 108, 109, 110)?
4. Can I obtain permission or a license from the 

rightsholder?

https://www.k-state.edu/copyright/docs/CopyrightFramework.pdf


Special Resources for This Period of 
Remote Delivery of Services and 
Resrouces
 Resources on Copyright & 

Emergency Remote Teaching & Research: 
https://tinyurl.com/v6dvmcb
 Public Statement of Library Copyright Specialists: 

Fair Use & Emergency Remote Teaching & 
Research: https://tinyurl.com/tvnty3a
 Reading Aloud: 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/15zf0ue6aWM-
_TaxQG2eALP612-E_f7A6JtoqZKxaQlM/edit
 Consideration for Online Story Time: 

https://programminglibrarian.org/articles/online-
story-time-coronavirus-it%E2%80%99s-fair-use-
folks

https://tinyurl.com/v6dvmcb
https://tinyurl.com/tvnty3a
https://docs.google.com/document/d/15zf0ue6aWM-_TaxQG2eALP612-E_f7A6JtoqZKxaQlM/edit
https://programminglibrarian.org/articles/online-story-time-coronavirus-it%E2%80%99s-fair-use-folks


Tools and Resources



Using Tools

 These decisions are very subjective and need 
to be made by the person utilizing the protected 
work
 Only work if you are completely honest!



ALA Fair Use Evaluator

http://librarycopyright.net/resources/fairuse/

http://librarycopyright.net/resources/fairuse/


Kenneth D. Crews’ Fair Use Checklist

https://copyright.columbia.edu/content/dam/copyright/Precedent%20Docs/fairusechecklist.pdf

https://copyright.columbia.edu/content/dam/copyright/Precedent%20Docs/fairusechecklist.pdf


Think Through Fair Use

http://www.lib.umn.edu/copyright/fairthoughts

Tip: Think of checklist tools as a list of 
things to consider and a way to help 
you work-through/balance the factors, 
not an exercise in checking and 
counting boxes.

http://www.lib.umn.edu/copyright/fairthoughts


TEACH Act Resources

 TEACH Act Toolkit: 
https://www.lib.lsu.edu/services/copyright/teach/
index
 Copyright Crash Course/TEACH Act info: 

https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/copyright/teachact

https://www.lib.lsu.edu/services/copyright/teach/index
https://guides.lib.utexas.edu/copyright/teachact


Creative Commons Licenses

 Literature, music, art, and much more!
 Use in terms with the attached license
 Learn more about the licenses: 

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
 Search for CC licensed resources here: 

https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/
https://ccsearch.creativecommons.org/


Determining the copyright status 
of a Work
 Copyright and the Public Domain in the US 

charts: 
https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain

https://copyright.cornell.edu/publicdomain


Questions?

Carla Myers
Coordinator of Scholarly Communications

Miami University
myersc2@miamioh.edu

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License.

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/
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